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Annie’s Foundation is dedicated to protecting your freedom to read.  Our mission is to 
ensure that members of our community have unhindered access to books and characters 
that reflect the diversity and complexity of the world around them. 
 
We were founded on the heels of two attempted book bans within the Johnston, Iowa 
school district.  The idea that these parents believed they had a right to keep a book from 
someone else’s child made many of us within Johnston stand up and take notice.  We 
started attending school board meetings.  We spoke at school board meetings.  We 
emailed the board and the school administrators.  Eventually we formed a community of 
like-minded parents who are working together to advocate for equity and inclusion, push 
back against book bans, hold school boards accountable, and fight back against the well-
funded and well-organized groups such as Moms For Liberty and No Left Turn In 
Education that are forcing their radically conservative agendas on communities across 
the nation.   
 
Out of this community, something beautiful was created: a foundation in honor of a 
Johnston mother—Annie--who left us too soon, and who was a fierce advocate for the 
freedom to read.  Annie’s Foundation is run by five volunteer board members, all working 
moms with children of varying ages. 
 
If you’ve encountered a book banner in the wild, you’ve probably heard them read a 
passage that is taken out of context.  If the book in question is a graphic novel, you’ve 
seen the one or two pictures out of hundreds that might make some people 
uncomfortable.  You’re probably very familiar with the contested content of a few books 
because the complaints always feature the same handful of excerpts and/or pictures.  
This is by design.  The book banners have pulled together a variety of resources that 
parents can use to challenge books.  It saves them the work of actually having to read the 
books they are trying to ban.  Groups like Laverna in the Library, based out of Utah, 
routinely give each other lists of books they want other people to challenge, recruit 
parents to challenge books, and sometimes even ask other parents what books they can 
or should challenge at their school.  Most of the time these lists come with sheets that 
detail all of the offensive content found within the book, along with several excerpts taken 
out of context.  Moms For Liberty has a “Book of Books” detailing what books are found 
in which public school libraries across the State of Iowa, along with quotes from the book 
and reasons it should be banned.  If you ask one of these parents to justify their 
challenge, there’s a good chance you’ll be sent one of these sheets, or a link to the Moms 
For Liberty created Book Looks rating system.  
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There’s a lot of misinformation floating around out there, being peddled by uninformed 
and ignorant people.  If they bothered to open their minds and read these books, they’d 
find beautiful, moving stories of human experiences different from their own.  Annie’s 
Foundation recruited an army of volunteers to read these books and put together this 
Freedom To Read Guidebook.  The books covered in this Guidebook have all been 
banned or challenged.  What you see here is a living document; additional book reviews 
will be continuously added.  These reviews were written by parents, teachers, librarians, 
community members, bibliophiles, and even some students.   

This Guidebook also contains some personal stories and essays written by our 
volunteers.  These deeply moving pieces serve to demonstrate the power of reading and 
the profound impact a single book can have upon a person. 

We are very proud of our Freedom To Read Guidebook and are thrilled to share it with 
you.  Please use it to educate yourself and others on the beauty and value of these books.  
Share these pages with your friends, your neighbors, your school board, your educators, 
your government officials.  Share the joy of reading. 
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Those Books

I have quietly watched this growing movement to restrict access to those books that have been deemed
“obscene” by parents, legislators, and other political activists. I can no longer keep my silence.

I can’t help but feel angry and frustrated by the misinformation being spread about my profession. I am
tired of seeing people with a sudden “expertise” in collection management who have never worked a day
in my field. It is devastating to see your education and expert skill sets be reduced to mere political
talking points so that your profession can be attacked. It is even more devastating to see people who know
nothing of the work you do, challenge your integrity and professionalism.

As a librarian for over 20 years, I have helped thousands of people find books, information, and resources
that they needed at some of the most desperate and difficult moments in their lives.

I helped a mother find age appropriate books about consent and body anatomy for her 6-year-old who was
a victim of sexual abuse. This mother needed to find the words to be able to communicate with her child
about what had happened and why it should never happen again. She came to the library to find that
information, those books, that would give her a voice for her child. Those books that now so many want
to have removed from schools and libraries across our state.

I helped a single father find age appropriate books about body changes and menstruation for his
12-year-old daughter who was realizing that her body was changing. A father who didn’t have a close
female friend or relative who could help him explain these changes to his daughter. Again, he came to the
library to find that information, those books, that would help his daughter understand her changing body,
but would also help reduce the awkward embarrassment that many parents feel when discussing sensitive
subjects with their children. Those books that now so many want to have removed from schools and
libraries across our state.

I helped a teenage boy locate information on LGBTQIA+ topics because he was too scared to ask his
parents about the different feelings he was having. He came to the library because he felt safe there. He
came for well-vetted books and information from the library instead of looking online. He came for those
books that now so many want to have removed from schools and libraries across our state.

I helped a mother find books about miscarriages and infant loss after her 19-year-old daughter tragically
miscarried in her second semester of pregnancy. She came to the library to find those books to not only
help her daughter, but help herself support her daughter through this heartbreaking moment. Yes, those
books that now so many want to have removed from schools and libraries across our state.

I helped two siblings find age appropriate books about alcoholism after their mother was sent away to
rehab. Two siblings who were confused and lost without their mother, and who needed to understand
exactly why their mom “was sick.” Two siblings who were told to come to the library for help in finding
information and books about an illness that affects so many in our communities. Those books that now so
many want to have removed from schools and libraries across our state.
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I helped people who came to the library after our country was rocked to its core by the senseless and
horrific death of a black man in Minneapolis. I helped them find books about racism and its impacts on
our society. I helped them to find compassion and empathy for not only that man in Minneapolis, but for
every person out there who has had to suffer at the hands of racism and bigotry. They came to the library
for those books to help them understand their role in this complex and changing society of ours. Those
books that now so many want to have removed from schools and libraries across our state.

Looking back at the stories I have shared, what would have happened to those people had I not had those
books available? Where would they have gone for help? They came to the library because they knew that
someone there could help them. They came to the library for answers and accurate information that I
provided them with. Those books are important. Those books serve a purpose. Those books save lives.

I am not alone in this. Everyone in my profession has stories like mine. Stories of real people, with real
lives, and real needs, who come to us seeking help and clarity.

Just like the books that mirror lives around us. Just like the books that provide accurate information on
difficult subjects. Just like the books that help us to better grasp humanity and all of its complexities. Just
like the books that we curate and select for our collections. Just like those books.
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The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Sherman Alexie

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based 
on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant 
drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, 
chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native 
American boy as he attempts to break away from the life 
he was destined to live.
Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior 
leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white 
farm town high school where the only other Indian is the 
school mascot.

12+ 14+

2007 National Book Award for Young People's Literature

Native American life on a reservation, poverty, education equity

Profanity and sexual references. In addition, allegations of sexual misconduct were 
made against the author. 

The profanity and sexual references are typical for a teenage boy and do not detract 
from the overall message of the book. Junior has close, loving relationships with his 
family, notably his grandmother. He is able to create new friendships at his new 
school.

As someone who grew up poor with little stability, I related to the author's use of 
humor when dealing with difficult realizations about his life on the reservation. The 
book challenges class, inequity, and shows the effects of US policies.
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Last Night at the Telegraph Club

Malinda Lo

1954, San Francisco. Seventeen year old Lily is a "good 
little" Chinese-American and living in Chinatown during 
the  "Red Scare" of trying to out communists sympathizers. 
Lily and a friend sneak into the Telegraph Club, a local 
hangout for lesbians in the city, to see a male impersonator 
perform.  Lily finally feels like she has found her place to be 
herself and accept who she is and her feelings towards her 
friend Kath...until the police raid it and she must tell her 
family he was there, and why she was there.  Her parents 
are angry, and refuse to accept that she is gay.

14+ 12+

National Book Award Winner ; ALA Printz Award ; ALA Asian/Pacific American Youth 
Literature Award ; ALA Stonewall Book Award

Homosexuals, Lesbians, Chinese immigrants, Chinese Americans, Survivors of war 
and political conflict, Interracial romantic relationship

Materials contain pornography, Materials are not appropriate for the age of student. 
This book contains explicit sexual nudity and sexual activities

There was one short make-out scene where Lily and Kath are kissing and exploring 
each other by touching.  No actual sex between any characters.

This is a really good book about coming out, being true to yourself, your friends, and 
your family instead of saying being who you are is a mistake or a lying about it.  It is 
about standing up for yourself instead of being who people think you are or should be.
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